Wikis: Nuts and Bolts of a Community Tool for Collaboration

What is a Wiki?

Hawaiian word for quick fhat can be set-up in 5 minutes

Simple and easy to use like a virtual whiteboard .

Collaborate, share, and comment on content posted in a vartual classroom in your class, you're
your other classes or classes outside your school

Engage students in a secure learning environment

May be used as informational, to showcase student work, to help with homework, increase
collaboration, record refiections or class record ‘

Living document, easily accessible, ever changing '

Who can use a Wiki?

Invited students, teachers, parents or anyone you invite
Have editorial right to remove unwanted/off topic material

Why use a Wiki?

Students will write more in an online format

Easier o collaborate —time and space less of an issue

Teacher sees the most recent copy of an item

Teacher monitors for developing problems or misconceptions

Removes * classroom walls” and opened to more people and resources
Saves trees :

Where to start a Wiki?

Wikispaces- hitp://wikispaces.com

PBWorks- http://pbworks.com
GoogleDocs- hitp:/idocs.google.com

http:/fwww.edmodo.com/

How to create one:

lts easy and takes less than 5 minutes to create an account

Choose your Wiki engine i.e. wikispaces.com :
Sign-up for an account, answer questions, --show how-- and agree to terms of service
Choose to limit permission for who can edit Wiki

Ideas for‘a Wiki:

To communicate staff ideas or tract schedules

To post lessons, images, challenges, questions, or notes

To discuss or coltaborate on projects such a a virtual field trip

To create a library of science terminology or add review questions for EOGs
To post daily announcements or reminders for students or parents

To develop and share lessons or items of interest

To summarize class lesson or activity daily with any class notes

Source: “Wikis for Science Ed Coila;boration”, NST Reports, February, 2010 -
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" Wiki Page Ideas

Use a creative .activity to engage your students on your workspace. Here are some
examples. Feel free to add and share your own ideas!

Students

individual pages - ask each student to create a page. posting information about their interests and what they hope to fearn from the class. Be sure 1o
comiment on the pages, anhd engage them by raferencmg their personal interests [n discussions. You can also use this as an easy icebreaker to have
sludents get {0 know each olher.

Group pages - allow groups of students to create wiki pages to work on projecls andg/or docuimenis together.

Online speliing list or other lfat of academic language - create a page tited "Spelling” and poal your spelting list. Ask stutents to post the cief nmun an
axample or non-example, or upload a corresponding image. .

Create a wiki glossary like Wikipedia for your particular unit of study. Students erder important new terms, events or peaople as well as information this
has been uncovered. Students might be encourage io make one or two sentence entries over a set period of Hine.

Create & page {0 list chaflenges or questions, celebralions or great ideas,

Class notes - sach week assign one student to write up the class nbles, including important poinds and class discussion. Be sure to comment on the
notes, and add additionat insight from the lesson.

Greate a wiki page where students can share data on'a conlinuous project,

Use your wiki space 1o create forums. invite students (or others) to engage In discussion related to an identified content or |nte|est area. A discussion
topic is often called a ‘thread' and replies to a thread are called 'poste’. This is useful for posing questions to students and encouraging open
communication. It is valuable for students who may nesd imore processing time than ‘{hat typically given in a class discussion. It can also encourage

refloction about the day's activiies or at the end of a unit of nstruction.

Followii a particular current event? You can add-an RSS feed for a particular tapic from a news Web site such as MSNBC (yeww.msnbe, msn.cony

{htto:fivww msnbemsn.comf) ). As new aiticles on your fopic are posted at MSNBC, the fead on your wiki will be actomalically updated.
Parents

Share cousse Information with students such as announcements, review questions, home-based activities that relnf'orge content, or instructional podcasts.

Post a calendar to share schaol events as well as pertinent community events. Parents could add pages to this wiki as they work together to plan svents
related to your classreom or school. ' : -

Use a wiki 1o showsase student artwork, videos, and projects throughout the year,

Colieag ues

Use the wiki fo create lessons or unils of Instruction with olher grade levél teachers OR to create a series of lessons actoss grade levels related 1o a

certain content area, For example, create a wealher wiki where a teacher from sach grade [eve) might include a lesson taught. As you look at lessons
across grade lavels you can think about how content and process is developed. . ’

What are your ideas? Small Group Brainstorming

Virfual field trip acrass the state

Muiti-media storage

Wehpage replacensent {embedded onfine program}

Inter-system {international) coltaboration ’

Pianning

Signups for parent-teacher conference times ;

http:/ {ncsta2009.pbworks.com/Wiki-Page-ldeas ’ Page 1 of 1
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The Finer Details

How to assess Wiki contributions?
This wnl vary slightly with each Wikl type but most have a 'history' feature that allows you io see who has made what contributions fo the wiki. Studems
can also wilie commentaries on their conlnbuttons and cal%aboratlons even suggesting thair own grade.

Peer Assessment

Students can review each other's work.

They can score a peers work based on a rubric and offer suggestions for improvement.
Multiple rounds of pesr or self assessment can allow for revising.

Peer review 16 & real world responsibility and a valuable part of the learnlng process.

Net:quette

You should work with your students to make decisions al}out what is appropraaie and Inappropriate wiki use. These wiFI be your rules of efiquette for
online communication, These may be srm;lar to the 1ules of etiquette in your classroom hut may need to be restated in a manner that helps siudents o
see how this ooks' on the wiki. :

What is Google Docs?

I& a wehsile where you can ¢feate and share your work onling. You can upload (from your computer) or create a document right in Google Docs and
then edit it from anywhere at anytime. You can pick who else can access your document to make suggestions or addmons The changes are shared in
real time. Best of afl, 1t's free! [hitp;/idocs.googie.com (hitp:/fdocs doodle.com) }

What is an RSS feed?

RSS stands for "Really Simple Syndacatlon" It is a web feed format used to publish frequently updated works, The feed usually includes & full or
summarized text of the part of the wiki that has been editted. There is usually also other information such as publishing date and authorshlp This allows
you to get an email everytime someone updates the wiki. Use the 'seflings’ button on this wiki 10 enable RSS feed.

What if my students don't have emaii accounts?

1. Click the *Setlings' bulton at the top right hand side of the page.

2. Choose 'users’. l

3. Click on the fink 'Create accounts for your students’,

4, Simply enter in the number of students who neesd accounts and PBworks will avtomatically generate them for you.

What are some suggestions for making wiki use in the classroom more effective?

Give students clear instructions

Tieat your front page as a short Introduction with links to other pages.

Identify assignments and clear directions sither on the frorl page or oit & special assignment page. Wiki-based assignments should have a solid purpose
that is explicitly communicated to students, :

if you have handouts, create a page called "Handouts” and uplioad the files there.

Attend a Webinar. Many wiki engines offer free webinars te help you further develop ydur wiki skills.

Educators must learn 1o lake a more facilitalot role using wikis. Ti hey should:

establish a rich context or problem for the wiki collaboration and end producl.

cleatly define and share learning goals.

prapare students for coliaberatlon, facilitale group progress and help to manage conflict and distracuons

Lessons Learned

A whole class of students cannol be on the wiki trying to edit the same page at the same time,

Large biocks of lext copied and pasted from WORD do not always retain the formatiing.

Know who can and cannot access your wiki without a password before attempling to share it with oihers, in order to avoid confusion and inaccessibifity.

ntp:f / nesta2009. pbworks.com fThe-Finer-Details Page 1 of 1
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Sample Wikis
Here are some sample wikis that have been created on different wiki engines, for dlfferent audiences, and for
different purposes.

This wiki was created hy slementary educalion preservice teachers at Elon University. They used the wiki fo-collaboratively plart an ANiMAL__S unit of
science insfruction for 4th grade children at Gibsonville Elementary.  hitp:/elongihsonvilie. wetoaint.com/ (hitp:/etongibsonvil) aind.com/

This wiki was created by elementary education preservice teachers at Elon Unlversity. They used the wiki to collaboratively. Plart an ELECTRICITY unit of

science Instruction for 4th grade chiidren at Gibsonville Efementary.  hilp:felongibsonville2 wetpaint.comy (hitp:/fel longinso ma! 2, wetpaint.cony)

This wiki was created for a single program (SSA} but for two groups of people: adulis and students, . 1 could work fram this single wiki but address the
two different groups privately. This site s currenily password protected.  bitp://www.wikispaces.com/ (http:fiwww wikispaces.com/) :

This wiki was created between my sislers to plan our summer vacation at the beach. If sure beat lots of emails and phone cafls and it was nice 1o have

the Information contained all in one place. httoifamilyatthebeach pbworks com/ {hito:ffamilyatthebeach. pbworks com/)

This wiki was crealed by Cornell Lab.of Ormthology to faciiitate the sharing of science pro;act devalopment during a teacher training this summer.

hitp:hirdgleuth. pbworks.com/ (http/birdsleuth . phworks. com/}
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Helpful Links and Resources

Links
Gloaster.com/edu (hitpliwww giogster.comiedu) alfows students and educators to access free Weh-building tools to create virtual posters with text,

images, voice, video, links and more. This is a private Web environment, that does not reguire the use of student e-mait addresses or personal
information. The Web site can be used 1o create pages for classroom wikis, blogs, Web sites, lesson plans, and student projects. Michelle Deluties fs

the contact for this resources, michelle@kelandpartners.co jalifo:miche kalandpariners.c . [mw.grgg'gtg[.ggmfgdu (bitp:/fglogster.comiedu) |
Google Gadgels {htgp.'l[www.goog!g.cbmiwebmaﬁte[slgadgets[) isa Googlé Web site whete you can find all kinds of interesting extras to add to your wiki.

The minieture objects are made by Google users and they offer some interesting and dynamic objects. For example, you can add a clock {digital or

analog), a real-fime weather report, maps, antmations, efc, “ ttl;p;zzmww,ggogle.gou;/webmaste_rs/ggdggts/

http: ww e.Com/ astersigadaets/

Wikipedia (hitp:fiwww.wik /) §s the most famous of alf wikis. tn if's simplest form, it is a dynamic encyclopadia that has been created by the

masses. fhitp:/fwww. wikipedia orgl {htfp:/iwww wikipedia orgh ]

Wiktionary (hitp:/iwww wiktionary.org) is a collaboratively produced mullifingual dictionary with meanings, definitions and pronunciations.

Perww wiktionary.org {(hitpfiwww.wiktionary.orq).)

YVikimatrix {hitp:www. wikimatix.oral) is & Web site whera you can select multiple wiki engines and compare them across a number of areas. All you do
Is put & check in the box next to the name of the wiki engines you want to compare and click the button. {hifp:fiwww wikimatrix.orgf
{hitphwww wikimateix.orgf) ]

Resources -
Kahn, 8. (2008). Wonderful wikis and internst forums. Science and Children, 46(9), 27-31.

West, J.A. & West, M.L. {2008). Using Wikis for Cnline Coffaboration: The Power of the Read-Write Web, San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass

tp:/ /ncsta2009. phworks.com/Sample-Wikis . Page 1 of 1



